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Virginia Opera’s Brings Guest Conductor John DeMain for Premiere Production of Verdi’s Aida 

 
Norfolk, Richmond, Fairfax, Va. (Feb. 28, 2011) – Virginia Opera will introduce four distinguished 
American guest conductors to its audiences as musical leaders of its 2011-2012 season of all new 
productions. The new season opens with the Company premiere of Aida, Giuseppe Verdi’s soaring 
masterpiece of love and betrayal in ancient Egypt. This supreme example of the Italian operatic 
tradition is followed by the contrasting German romanticism of Humperdinck’s classic fable, Hansel 
and Gretel. The new season continues with the startlingly original Orphée, written by one of America’s 
foremost living composers Philip Glass, and concludes on a comic high note with Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
savagely witty The Mikado. 
 
John DeMain will conduct the season-opening production of Verdi’s Aida, a Virginia Opera premiere. 
Maestro DeMain, who currently holds the dual posts of Music Director of the Madison Symphony and 
Artistic Director of Madison Opera, is well known as a regular guest on the podiums of America’s 
leading opera companies. 
 
Amongst many dozens of operatic works in his wide ranging repertoire, his engagements have included 
Mefistofele and A View from the Bridge for the Washington National Opera; Otello, Merry Widow and 
A Little Night Music for the Los Angeles Opera; Salome and Carmen for the Michigan Opera Theater; 
Dead Man Walking and Tosca for the New York City Opera, L’elisir d’Amore for the Seattle Opera, and a 
double bill of Carmina Burana and Pagliacci for the Portland Opera. For the noted Glimmerglass Opera 
Festival he conducted the rarely performed Glassblowers and Little Women. In 2010, Maestro DeMain 
led the Canadian premiere of Nixon in China for the Vancouver Opera during the Cultural Olympiad. 
 
For ten seasons, Maestro John DeMain served as Artistic Director of Opera Pacific in Costa Mesa, 
California. Prior to that tenure, he achieved early recognition during his eighteen year engagement as 
Music Director and Principal Conductor for the Houston Grand Opera. He led the world premiere of 
John Adams’s Nixon in China and began his long-term association with The Gershwin’s masterpiece 
Porgy and Bess while at the Houston Grand Opera. 
 
Maestro DeMain’s history-making Bicentennial production of The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess at the 
Houston Grand Opera firmly established the opera as standard repertoire for American audiences. 
Maestro DeMain subsequently recorded a version of The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess that restored 
much of the music cut from the original score for RCA to win a Grammy Award, Tony Award, and 
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France's Grand Prix du Disque. In 2002, Maestro DeMain led the first live telecast of The Gershwins’ 
Porgy and Bess from the stage of the New York City Opera by the television series “Live from Lincoln 
Center.” This historic production won praise from the public and opera critics while also garnering an 
Emmy nomination.  
 
Maestro John DeMain is a native of Youngstown, Ohio, and began his career as a pianist and 
conductor. He earned a Bachelor and Master's Degree in Music at the Juilliard School in New York. 
DeMain also holds an honorary doctorate in arts and letters from the University of Nebraska and 
Wisconsin’s Edgewood College. 

Virginia Opera is in its 37th season, is known and respected nationwide for the identification and 
presentation of the finest young artists, for the musical and dramatic integrity of its productions, and 
for the ingenuity and variety of its education and outreach programs.  Mainstage performances in 
three markets across the Commonwealth reach nearly 50,000 attendees annually. In March of 1994, by 
unanimous vote of the Virginia General Assembly, Virginia Opera was named The Official Opera 
Company of the Commonwealth of Virginia in recognition of the organization’s contribution to the 
state as well as to the world of opera.   

Season subscriptions and individual tickets available at 866.Opera.Va (866-673-7282), or visit 
vaopera.org for more information.  
 
Contact Virginia Opera Director of Communications, Danielle M. Canonico, at 757-627-9545 ext. 3316, 
or e-mail press@vaopera.org or danielle.canonico@vaopera.org for images, interviews, audio files, and 
media access. 
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